A DISCUSSION ON RELIGION

also creatures of God, and we say and believe that Jesus is
our prophet/

'Jesus, son of whom ?* they asked, for they are universally
illiterate, and have no acquaintance with the Qur'an, which
records that Jesus was the Spirit of God.

True/ intervened Shaikh Salih to close the breach, 'to
every people their prophet. But, God be praised, this man
is no unbeliever, but a confessor of Allah, the One and
Indivisible/

My companions were at pains to discover whether we
burned our dead, whether our marriages were 'knotted3
(sacred from free-love), whether we fasted and prayed. My
replies assured them and corrected another illusion which 1
had met with on my earlier journeys and is, indeed, wide-
spread throughout the Muslim East; they pointed to the
skies, saying that unbelievers hide their faces from God.
This I suspect originated in the sun helmet of modern use,1
which for obvious reasons comes well down over the eyes.
It is interesting to note too in this connection that prayer
according to Islamic practice necessitates the brow touching
the earth. Clearly a hat with a brim will not allow of this,
and therefore the outcry amongst conservative men of
religion in Persia, Iraq, Afghanistan and other Muslim
countries against the adoption by their armies of a head-dress
based on European models.

On my journeys I wore: the Arab kerchief, and hidden
beneath it a shallow flying helmet with the brim removed, an
antiquity inscribed 'Southey, Royal Air Force.' My dress
and beard and food and talk must be as like those of my

1 The notion must be modem, for the sun helmet has not been in use
among Europeans in the East for more than a century; it is unknown in the
Americas, and not, I believe, worn in Australia or South Africa,